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New attention on JFK 
brings moment of fame 
to assassination expert 

LIVER STONE used him as an un- 
credited consultant on “JFK.” 
Newsweek mentioned him in a sto- 
ry on John Kennedy assassination theo- 
ries. i he New Y ork Daily News recently 
called him for comments. He has logged a.. 
couple of stints on WGR Radio. ^ 

. After years of toiling in obscurity, Jerry 
Rose is a celebrity of sorts. 

. 'He owes it all to Stone and — depend- 
ing on one’s point of view — to Lee Har- 
vey Oswald, the CIA, the Mafia, right- 
wing fanatics, anti-Castro Cubans or some 
combination of the above. 

Rose, a sociology professor at the State 
University of New York at Fredonia, Is 
the publisher of the Third Decade. The • 
newsletter is regarded as the best periodi- - 
Cal on the Kennedy assassination. , ' 

- v For years, his work earned him the re- 
gard of JFK assassination buffs, and ay 
reputation as an eccentric with just about 
, everyone else. - _ '■ ££ 

Then came Ston?s~fiim7Sudd^^'--'^ : 
what had been a cult secret became com- I 
mon knowledget-Compared with the 
assassination, a John le Carre thriller was 
a Dick and Jane primer. Jerry Rose’s _ 
phone started ringing. ' ’ ; j . . 

“My reaction is like most people’s "-LT 
would be,” he says. “Part ‘I told you so,’ “( 
and part ‘Where were you before?’ ” 

Rose is hardly a.media glamour boy. „ r 
He’s a soft-spoken, introspective man in 
his 50s who’s more comfortable examin- 
ing documents than standing in the spot- 
light. 

Even so, public response to Stone’s 
film is gratifying to him and other true 
be levers. Or, more precisely, disbelievers. 

Less gratifying is the reaction of some 
of the media’s big hitters. The New York 
Times, the Washington Post and the two 
main newsweeklies have, to varying de- 
gree, trashed Stone’s film (and, implicitly, 
the work of researchers on which it was 
based). . 

Much of the media, rather than exangni 
ining how the Warren Commission oper— " 
ated, presents its findings as authoritative. 


Which, naturally, bothers Rose. It was 
the holes in the Warren Commission re- 
port that sparked speculation in the first 
place. ' ~ " ■ v "' -' 

“The Warren Commission did not 
have investigative capacities,” he says. “It 
was dependent on what it got from the 

FBI, mostly, and the CIA Like all of 

us, it was a victim of the coverup by the 
agencies.” - • ■ ■ . 

He says the commission even consid- 
ered “conducting an independent investi- 
gation of (J. Edgar) Hoover (the FBI’s dic- 
tatorial director). But they were so 
frightened of him, they ended up just ask- 
ing him (about Oswald's FBI connec- 
tions).” - - ?-■ 

Rose, obviously, could go on for hours 
about ballistic evidence, autopsy reoorts 
and the magic bullet theory (which even 
three of the seven commission members 
questioned). - :••• 

Instead, he stresses the commission’s 
tendency to believe evidence and wit- •> 
nesses implicating Oswald. - . ' A 
AA.One of many exam ples is Arnold Row- 
land. He was one of the people who saw a 
'darker-skinned man with a rifle on the in- 
: famous sixth floor of the Texas School 
Book Depositoiy. Rowland was discred- 
ited — of all things — because he occa- 
sionally exaggerated his past academic re- 
cord. 

Conversely, Helen Markham’s claim 
that she saw Oswald shoot policeman J.D. 
Tippett was accepted — even though the 
commission’s own chief counsel later 
called her an “utter screwball.” 

_ „; lt was the FBI’s involvement In anoth- 
er case that got Rose hooked on the Ken- 
nedy assassination eight years ago. 

Research for a sociology textbook led 
him to previously classified FBI files on 
the Rosenbeigs, the Cold War soles who 
were executed. He got the sense’ that 
“when the FBI wants to rrihke a case 
against somebody, it doesn’t tend to wgrd=- 
j 7 ry too much about the fac^. 

3 “That started me thinking about the-- ' 
t -Kennedy assassination — that mayW 7 -- 
-there was the same mentality behind that 
.. investigation. There was that same need 
for a quick closure on an unsettling situa- 
tion.” ' > \ 

Rose says that the government’s other 
investigation, conducted by the House Se- 
lect Committee on Assassinations in the 
late ’70s, was “practically a total disaster.” 

It was short of time and money, had in- 
ternal problems and accepted much of 
Warren Commission findings on faith. 

— Says Rose, “When people talk now 
about wanting another government inves- 
tigation, I say, ‘We’d better not wish too 
hard, or it might happen.’ ” 

Still, Rose and others are pushing Con- 
gress to pass House Resolution 325, 
which would release the committee’s. files. 
Although Rose wonders how much the 
files have been “sanitized,” he thinks 
there are at least a few nuggets to be 
found. ' 

And he has a simple question for all 
recent conspiracy converts: “Have you 
contacted your congressman yet?” 




